Washougal Grang 


By TILLIE G. AUNE 


According to a daughter 
of pioneers, a Mrs. McCloud 
of Camas, Washougal 
Grange was first organized 
in 1874, only seven years 
after the founding of the 
National Grange in our 
country in 1867. 

In 1928, on Washougal 
Grange’s Pioneer day, Mrs. 
McCloud in a talk before 
that meeting, gave 1874 as 
the original starting date of 
Washougal Grange, with Mr. 
and Mrs.°C.T. Stiles, Mrs. 


R.M. Stiles, Morris B. Jones, . 


Mason and Maria Gibbons, 
Mr. Kernes, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Leonard, Byron 
Denuer and Rose Capes as 
the charter members. 
Unfortunately there are no 
written records of — this 
event. 

But there are carefully 
kept records since 1883 
verifying the fact that 
Washougal Grange has been 
in continuous existence 
longer than any other 
Grange in the state of 
Washington. This makes it 
the cradle from which the 
Grange spread throughout 
the state. It was organized 
by AF. Miller of the 
Oregon State Grange who 
was ably assisted by 
Washougalites Caleb J. 
Moore, F.C. Yoemans and 
David Russell. 

These . Washougal 
gentlemen were also 

y instrumental in organizing 
the Washington State 
Grange in 1889 with its first 

* headquarters in LaCamas. 
David ‘L. Russell was elected 
first master of the state 
Grange, serving until 1895, 
and another Washougal 
member, Jesse O. Wing, was 
elected State Overseer. Mr. 
Wing later served as master 
of the State Grange for four 
years, from 1901 to 1905. 
Another faithful Washougal 
Granger, Margaret Wright 
Wing, who served the home 
Grange very capably as 
secretary for many years, 
also served six years as a 
state officer in that 
capacity, from 1893 to 
1899. 

The charter members of 
Washougal Grange were 
Caleb J. Moore, Elizabeth 
and David L. Russell, Frank 
H.S., Esther Ann and S.F. 
Marble, JW. and AE. 
Sampson, W.O. and HJ. 
Woodruff, E.A. and T.M. 
Bailey, J.E.C. and Frances 
Durgan, W. and V. Turk, PF. 
Chandler, N.L. Garlinghouse 
and E. Yoemans. 

These pioneer farmers 
started Washougal Grange to 
consolidate for the 
improvement 
eaming power and living 
conditions, and for the 
general welfare of the 
community in which they 


lived. For the first few years 
they met in their respective 
homes until 
scrape together’ enough 
money to build a meeting 
place. This first meeting 
place was the second story 


of the old Henriksen 
building, located on the 
eastern border of the 


downtown business section. 
Every fourth Saturday of 
the month ma and pa 
Washougal Granger got up 
at the Crack of dawn; pa did 
up the chores and slicked up 
the team and buggy while 
ma packed crocks of grub 
and scrubbed the kids down 
preparatory to rigging up 
the family in their Sunday 
best. 
At the meeting the men 
folks held earnest 
* discussions on how to coax 
a decent living from the soil 
with the women putting in 
their two bits worth when 
they weren't busy in th 
Grange kitchen. 
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They took out time at 
noon for a hearty. potluck 
dinner, sampling each 
other's homemade bread, 
sausages, pickles, jellies, 
relishes and pies and cakes 
while visiting back and forth 
with one another. More 
democratic discussions were 
held in the afternoon with 
time out for a social period 
in which recitations, singing 
and debates were enjoyed. 

Yes, they took out time 
to laugh. Such debates 
(away back in 1903) as 
“*Resolved: that the 
coddlingmoth is more 
injurious to the farmers’ 
comfort than fleas,” and 
“Resolved: the women 
should do the milking, 
undoubtedly brought hearty 

ffaws from the 
earded gentlemen and 
delicate titters from the 
beruffled ladies. 

The high point in the 
summer’s entertainment was 
the Grange Fourth of July: 
picnic with gallons of good 
food on hand, its outdoor 
dancing platform draped in 
red, white and blue bunting 
and the kids shooting off 
firecrackers in the bushes. 

Dances, basket socials, 
entertainments and 
strawberry festivals were 
held year after year to pay 
off the hall and raise funds 
for such things as organs, 
wagon sheds, reflector 
lamps, water buckets, 
spittoons and dishpans, and 


to help Grangers and ~ 


others in need or sickness. — 
They also raised money — 
by renting the hall to 
church, political and lodge 
groups and to an occasional 


wedding party. 
In the fall ,of 1919, 
Washougal Grange moved 


from the Henriksen buildin, 

to the Odd Fellows’ ‘“ 
which they rented for $2.50 
per meeting, stove wood 


and light included. 

Tt was not until the early 
part of 1927, however, that 
the Grange moved into the 
two-story 40 by 80 foot 
brick hall which is its 
present home. The two acre 
tract on which it was 
located was purchased from 
John Ough for $200 in 
1910. One acre of this was 
sold to help pay off the 
building debt. 

Paying for this hall took 
a lot of work and worry. It 
took dances, dinners and 
fairs to pay off the 
mortgage. “It was pretty 
tough going during the 30s 
when about $10 was all that 
could be eared from 
serving a dinner to 35, 
persons at a charge of SOc 
per plate! About the lowest 
point was the time the 
Washougal bank closed on 
the opening day of the fair 
in 1931. Even then $140 
was cleared. 

It sure was a happy day 
when the mortgage-burning 
ceremony took place. It was 


Oct. 28, 1939, Pioneer Day. 
Isabell Erni, oldest past 
master, burned the 
mortgage paper, assisted by 
Arthur Trenner, past 
master, and A.O. Hathaway, 
faithful Granger since 1906. 

Some of the Grangers 
who worked hard and 
faithfully on the task of 
paying off the hall were I.N. 
and Nina Newkirk, Charlie 
and Olive Gibbons, Nils and 
Pearl Pederson, Emmer and 
Lucy Newby, Isabel Emi, 
Anna Kloninger, Oris and 
Kena Wall, Frank and 
Myrtle Portison, Al and 
Dula Raven, Ada ; 
Charlie and Harriet Gell, 
Arthur Trenner, Clara 
Anderson and many, many 
others, 


Washougal Grange has 
always worked on 
community projects long 
before it entered the 
National Community 
Service contests for the first 
time in 1948, and which it 
has entered every year since. 
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It won a secondary prize of 
a $50 bond in 1956 and in 
1957 and placed first in the 
countysin 1952, 1953 and 
in 1957. 

This contest is sponsored 


jointly by the Sears 
Roebuck Foundation and 
the National Grange. 


Down through the years 
Washougal Grange has 
appointed hard-working 
committees, written letters 
to important dignitaries, 
such as congressmen, and 
mailed resolutions to lodges, 

“colleges, public _ officials, 
4and to papers to help solve 
‘local problems. The 
Post-Record for one, has 
“printed countless resoutions 
and news items of 
Washougal Grange down 
through the years. 

Some of the projects 
which the Grange worked 
on during the 90s and in the 
early 1900s were rural free 
delivery, parcel post, 
agricultural experiment 
stations, county agents, the 
establishment of a local 
creamery, better roads, a 
ferry or a bridge across the 
Columbia from Camas to 
Troutdale, rest rooms for 
the county fair grounds, and 
the encouragement of the 
growing of. better craps, 
especi among the 
Site tcrocth tprleatiaen 
exeibity on Ceres day each 


In 1905, this annual 
Ceres day was turned into a 
fair which grew during the 
years until it assumed 
countyfair proportions by 
1928. These fairs were 
discontinued at the 
outbreak of World War II 
because Grangers were too 
busy assisting with the 
many phases of war 
activities. 


In recent years Washougal 
Grange has worked on such 
community projects as 
aiding Camp Columbia, 
Camp Currie, Washington 
Children’s Home Society, 
Christmas baskets for the 
needy, March of Dimes, 
PTA work, TB x-ray 
campaign, “4-H activities 
including fairs, scout work, 
Clark-County fair booth and 
encouragement of 
community beautification 
through flower shows and 
anti-litterbug compaigns. 

And every fall on the 
fourth Saturday of October, 
Washougal Grangers take 
out time to honor those 
who have built up the 
community in the y 
gone by. It was Oris Wall 
who thought up this day in 
1927. Oris joined the 
Grange in 1906 and was one 
of the many tireless Grange 
workers, He passed away 
suddenly in 1952, shortly 
after assisting in the silver 
anniversary of the Pioneer 
Day he loved so well. 
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